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FACT SHEET
In February , 1959, the HERALD OF TRUTH will have been on the air
for SEVEN straight years.
One hundred fifty-seven independent
and American Broadcasting
Company stations are now carrying the · radio portion of the Herald of Truth.
Thirty-eight TV stations are carrying the new series of television sermons.
An estimated 5,000,000 heard the gospel preached on network radio and
television each week in 1958 . (Radio station KCMO reports an aver age of
82,00-0 families listening to the HERALD OF TRUTH each week in greater
Kansas City alone.)
By merely increasing our radio-television budget of 1959 by less than 100 %
over 1958, we can increase our listening audience by 500 % .
$12.50 weekly will preach the gospel on network broadcasts
to some
42,000 listeners.
More than 2,000,000 printed copies of sermons have been mailed to listeners and tens of thousands are now engaged in the study of God's Word by
c·orrespondence
courses offered on the broad cast.
Thousands have been led to obedience of the gospel as a result of the
preaching of the uuth on the HERALD OF TRUTH radio and television
programs. (Five Catholics were converted through this program in recent
months in Blue Island, Illinois.) Approximately 350,000 letters have been received and answered since the in ce ption of th e program .
Nearly fifty congregations are making on-the-spot films of their worship
services in thirteen states (thirty congregations have completed this filminit)
to be televised nationwide .
The HERALD OF TRUTH Radio Program can be originated and have
an on-the-spot broadcast from any major city in the United States or abroad
if sufficient interest is manifested on the part of local brethren.
Radio Stations throughout the nation are planning to step up the advertising of the HERALD OF TRUTH to increase listening audiences. This will
be done because this program is now well established and, in the opinion
of station own ·ers, worthy of additional promotion .
Spec ial advertising mats and other promotional material will be made
available at cost to churches to help in advertising the program in local areas .
Please detach and post on bulletin board .
Please mail this portion.
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.WILL. OUR LORD COME :BA,CK--JFSO, WHEN?
By E. R. HARPER

Sermon

TELEVISION FILMS
Requests continue to be received for information as to whether or not
Herald of Truth films are available to churches to use on local stations.
The answer is yes and some are using them in just this way . Arrangements are first made with the station by local churches. After this
is done you may contact us giving starting date, station call letters and
time of telecast. We will be glad to see that films are on hand every
week in ample time.
The average cost of serv1cmg, forwarding cleaning, repa1rmg and replacing these films is $7.50 per film per week used. We would surely be
pleased to be reimbursed for this amount where churches are abl e to
pay. Nevertheless we have never failed to send the films but have felt
that somehow this ·would be taken care of if we do our best.
If you have any hope of using the films you may send your request
to the Highland Church of Christ, Box 1858, Abilene, Texas. We will cooperate fully in every way within our ability.

The church in Hale Cent er, Texas is paying for a film made October
19 in Pittsburg, P ennsylvania, with Bro. Don Gardner doing the preaching .
The congregation in Hamilin , Texas is paying for one to be produced
in Los Angeles with Bro. M. Norvel Young as speaker . For such unselfish
brethren we are truly grateful.

October

No. 349

5, 1958

My friends, I assure you it is a pleasure to return as the speaker
on this program for the next three months; to visit with you again in
your homes, in your businesses , while you are riding along in your
car, on the trains, in the hospitals, in the army camps , where I know
many of you have been listening and even in the jails and other places
of confinement. To know we are now speaking to our friends in many
countries, friends whom we shall never see, brings joy to us that passes
the power of your humble servant to express in words. How I would
love to meet every one in my audience and shake your hand and just
have a good long visit with you, Thousands of letters have come from
you who listen; many of them letters of commendation, while some of
them were letters of severe criticism, This is true of all speakers and
I should like to say to you who differ with u s, please write us and give
us your criticism . We profit much by them and they create within
us a greater desire to know even more perfectly the great and vital
truths we pray that you will accept. If you are hearing our program and
have never written to us, do that today. You know I receive many
letters with from 10 to 30 pages and some of them are almo_st impossible to read. Please write as plainly a s you can. If it is possible, have
someone type your letters when so long . If you will condense your
thoughts it will be easier. Let me also thank all of you, both individuals
and churches, who have by your contributions
made this great work
possible. Time alone will tell the good we have accomplished by our
"laboring together" with our Lord in His work.
I am speaking today on one of the most vital of all subjects; "Will
Christ Come Back Again - If so, When?" The second coming of Christ
has given rise to more speculation among religious peopl es than almost
any subject known to your speaker . There are so ma ny varied and
sundry theories concerning His comin g and events that shall then take
place . Our world is so confused over such a very simple and down-toearth subject. The trouble should not be "will He come a gain;" but
"what will He do when He comes again?" Continue with me through this
series of lessons and write for them.
HE

IS COMING

AGAIN

To those who believe the Bible, I do not have to prove that Christ
is returning . This is an accepted fact among us all. Sometimes my
brethren are accused of not believing in the "second coming of Christ"
because we deny that certain things will take place when H e comes. We
could just as fairly accuse you of not believing in His return because you
do not believe in certain things we feel shall take place at the coming
of our blessed Lord. Now we all believe and teach His second coming,
Page 5
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WILL

OUR LORD COME

BACK?

that is, those who believe the Bible . That you mar know the Bible
teaches He will come back again I read to you Acts 1 : 10,11. It reads,
"And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men
of Galilee, why stand Ye gazing up into heav en? this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven." In John 24:2-3 Christ said , I go to
prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am there ye
may be also." John, while on the isle of Patmos, says in Revelation 1 :7,
"Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see him, and they
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him." Paul in Titus 2 : 11-13 says, "For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness, and worldly lust , we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly , in this present world." Now why this, Paul? "Looking for that
blessed hope , and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ ."
To deny the return of our Lord is to deny the Bible. To me, of
course, it is the height of infidelity. It is our Lord's return that gives
strength
and hope and real meaning to this entire scheme of the
redemption of man. If Christ came to earth; died for our sins; was
raised for our justification,
and ascended into heaven to be with His
Father never to come back for us, but to let us sleep the sleep of death
forever, all our hopes would be shattered and our faith would have been
in vain. Our eternal destiny in the future depends therefore upon our
Lord's glorious return - His second coming . Be it remembered,
be it
eternally stamped upon your hearts and minds that we do believe In
the "second coming of Christ."

WILL

OUR LORD COME

man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book" Rev . 22: 18. Prophetic utterances
ceased with the
Revelation letter and no man can tell the day of Christ's return . I know
.you hear men constantly telling you, the "Lord is coming soon." I have
heard this for over 50 years; I have heard men stirring up the people all
over the world prophesying that each of the "World Wars" we have
had was the "Battle or Armageddon;"
that our Lord would return for
the church; that wh at they called the, "millennium," was soon to be
ushered in. Multitudes were exercised over such preaching. The wars
ceased and those men lived to see their prophetic utterances humiliate
them before their auditors!
Such practices shall continue to go on;
good people shall continue to be upset, disturbed, and frustrated
because of such preaching;
psychiatrists
will spend sleepless uights trying to find a way to bring back to normalcy many of those who have
been so agitated over the scare of such preaching. Preachers who are
members of the church of Christ do not deal in such speculations and
when one tries to project such hobbies and speculative theories into
our fellowship , we do not sit still until the church has become so confused over such false claims , that it is taken away by such men. We
meet such absurd theories and cleanse our ranks of those who would
continue (mind you, I said "continue")
to so teach. No man knows
when the Lord will come; there will be no such battle of Armageddon
as pictured by many religious circles today; and the Bible positively
does not teach the Lord will come back to this earth and set up, or
establish His kingdom and rule for a "millennium" or a thousand years
as the word implies. These things I shall prove to you as we progress
with this series of lessons. I pray you may be kind enough to listen to
each of them and write for them.
PAUL

NO ONE

KNOWS

This brings us to the question, when will Christ return the second
time? This question has been the setting for much speculation. I could
spend the rest of my time with the writings of m en who have foretold
of His coming, setting the date for His return. I do not wish to become
too personal in my sermons, but to deal with facts and principles . I
recognize there are times when we have to become p ersonal
but I
prefer not to do that if I can make my arguments
just as forceful
without so doing . Now I shall not call the names of those today who
have set dates for His return, but if you are a Bible student you know
them and already you know the churches
to which they belonged .
When therefore I say today, No m an knows the day nor the time of
His return , I am not attacking any one man , but am showin g that all
who dare set dates for our Lord's return know no more about it than
do you. They have all lived and died , most of them at least , and the
Lord did not return at the appointed time of their predictions.
Time
lived to curse their prophecies as tim e shall always do since John laid
down the pen of inspiration on Patmos and said, "I testify unto every
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BACK?

SPEAKS

During the days of Paul men were predicting the coming of the
Lord, as they are today. Paul said to them in II Thes. 2: 1-5 "Now we
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him, That ye be not shaken in mind, or
be troubled , neither by spirit , nor by word , nor by letter, as from us,
as , that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any
means." Let me stop here long enough to say to you this same thing:
"Let no man deceive you" today causing you to believe he knows the
"day of Christ is at hand" or "soon to come." He does not know! Paul
says further to them, "for that day will not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the SON OF
PERDITION, who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that , when I
was yet with you, I told you these things?" That group of "date setters"
has never ceased and never will until the day of the Lord does come.
Men were disturbed in Paul's day a s they are now, and as they shall
always be . While I do not have time to discuss this "man of sin" it
might be interesting to study the history of the world and find the ma•
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who "sits in the temple - the church" and has men to worship him as
God, or as they would God, as is pictured he r e. One thing certain:
That cannot be the church of which I am a member nor can it refer
to a single person in our ranks for no man among us claims to "sit in
the temple of God" - the church - having all of us to bow down
before him nor offer adoration to him as though he were a God. What
about you and your church? But Paul makes a prediction
here that
all men would do well to ponder deep in their hearts for says the
aposUe, concerning this "wicked one," "The Lord shall consume (him)
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of
his coming." This is one of the things that shall take place when our
Lord returns;
this "man of sin" who "sits in the temple - the church
of God" causing men to bow before him as though he w ere God, shall
be consumed, together with all who will not be warned, but who will
continue to be deceived by him, verses 11,12.
AS

A THIEF

That you may know the coming of our Lord is not known nor shall
it be a nnounced beforehand I read to you from the Bible. It has to be our
final source of information;
it must be the last word in settling this
great and vital question. Will you accept the Lord's own statement
concerning
His coming? In Mathew 24:42-44 we have this reading,
"Watch therefore;
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
But know this, that if the good man of the house had KNOWN in
WHAT WATCH the thief would come, he would have watched, and
would not have suffered his house to be broken up . Therefore
be ye
also ready; FOR in such an hour AS YE KNOW NOT the Son of man
com eth ." The record found in Luke 12: 39 reads as folliws, "If he shall
come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them
so (his servants),
blessed are those servants. And this KNOW, that if
the good man of the house h a d known what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken
through. Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an
hour when ye think not." Paul in I Thessalonians
5: 1,2 says, "But of
the times and the seasons, brethren,
ye have no need that I write unto
you." Now why Paul? "for yourselves
KNOW PERFECTLY
that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."
Peter, another
apostle of the Lord says in II Peter 3: 10 "The day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night." Inspiration
did not stop there to warn
us. In Revelation
3 :2 John says "Be watchful, and strengthen
the
things which remain, that are ready to die: FOR I have not found thy
works perfect before God . Remember therefore how thou hast received
and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shall not watch,
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I
will come upon thee." In Revelation
16:15 John was told to write,
"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." Yet, men
will continue to teach the impossibility
of apostasy!
If we can't

understand

from all this great

array

of Scripture

that

WILL

OUR LORD

COME

BACK?
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no man is warned or told beforeh a nd of the day in which the Lord shall
meet out any punishment
on him cir of the day in which the Lord shall
return . then I beg of you to listen to this one passage please: In Matthew 24: 36,37 the Lord says, "But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the ang els of heaven, but the Father only. But as the days
of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."
CONCLUSION

One thing we now know and it is not just "my interpretation"
it
is the plain unvarnished
Word of the Lord speaking:
Whether it be
the destruction
of Jerusalem
by Rome, the removing of the candlestick
from the church, or the second coming of Christ, the day is not heralded
by some sentry whereby all are warned to make ready for the coming
of the Lord. They all testify that Christ's coming will be as the coming
of a thief; it shall be at an hour we know not; not even the Son, only
the Father. Christ is not here called a "thief";
His coming is as the
coming of the thief; at an hour you know not!
THE

CHURCH

SHOULD

NOT

FEAR

One might ask me, Is the church to be afraid of His coming since
we do not know the day nor the hour? Cert a inly not for it should make
no difference
to us when the day is nor the hour. Both Christ and
Pa ul have given to us th e only e ss e ntial thing necessary for His people
at His coming. You will remember Christ said in Matthew 24: 42, "Watch
th er efore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come" and in
verse 44 the Lord said "Therefore
be ye also READY: for in such an
hour as y e think not the Son of man com eth." Her e the key note of
of Lord's sermon wa s "watch be ye ready" for His coming. In I Thessalonians 5: 4-8 Paul admonishes the church in Thessalonica
as follows:
"Be ye, brethren, are not in darkness , that that day should overtake
you as a thief." Now why Paul? "Ye are all the children of light, and
the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore , let us not sleep , as do others; but let us WATCH and be
sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night;
and they that be
drunken are drunken in the night. But let us who are of the day,
be sober , putting on the breastplate
of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation.
For God hath not appointed
us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for
us, that whether we WAKE or SLEEP , we should live together
and
edify one another, even as also ye do."
Even though the coming of Christ shall be a s the coming of the
thief , unknown as to the day or hour, it sh a ll not overtake a Christian
unprepared
for we a re looking for His appearing and we are watching,
having made ourselves ready, by putting on the breastplate
of faith
and love and, whether asleep or awake, we shall not be caught unprepared. We may not know at what hour some nation will attack America,
if ever, but one thing our governm ent is trying to do; they are striving
to be prepared for any surprise attack. Prepared they feel we can live;
unprepared,
we shall be conquered. They are watching;
making ready

THINGS
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for such an hour. Just so with us: We are to be watching and prepared
and His coming will not be as the coming of a thief upon homes unprepared and not watching.
CONCLUSION

How is that preparation to be made? Again to the Bible we must
come. Paul says in II Thessalonians
1: 8,9 it is done by "obeying the
gospel of Christ ." In that gospel we are commanded to believe in
Christ and God; Heb. 11:6; John 3 : 16. We are commanded to repent
of our sins, Luke 26: 46,4 7; Acts 17: 30; to confess the name of Christ
before men Matthew 10: 30; Romans 10 : 9; and to be baptized, Matthew 28: 18-20; Mark 16 : 15,16; and Acts 2: 38, with the promise "I will
be with you alway, even to the end of the world;" I will give yo11
"salvation;"
and you shall receive "remission of sins ." Having done
this we are to "watch and be ready" by having on the "breastplate of
righteousness."
May the Lord bless you is my prayer in the name of
Christ our blessed Saviour .

THINGS I DO AND DO NOT BELIEVE!
By

Sermon

No. 350

E. R. HARPER

October

12, 1958

A group of us was discussing the "second coming of Christ." In
that number were those who believe that Christ is coming back to
the earth; that He is coming to establish His kingdom and to reign on
earth for a thousand years; after this they believed Christ would take
us home to be with Him and the Father in heaven, then to enjoy the
promises made to the Christian, after this world is destroyed. They
believed Christ would gather the Jews back to J erusalem and with
them, together with the members of the church , He would rule the
world during this millennial reign. Some believed the governments of
the earth would no longer exist after the coming of Christ; that all
kingdoms would be destroyed and only the kingdom of Christ would
be on earth and they would be made the governors , presidents, and
rulers of the world. Toward this, what they called, a "glorious period
of peace" when they would be the earthly rulers, they steadfastly
looked. They believed at the coming of Christ the righteous dead would
be raised and at the conclusion of this thousand ye ars rei gn, Christ
would raise the wicked at which time would come the judgment . I
am frank to say to you that I do not believe the above theories. I
feel certain the speculative views on such subjects have contributed
as much to the religious confusion of our day as any line of our
religious thinking. I further feel if these subjects could be correctly
understood in the light of God's plan and reasonable
revelation to
man that much of our hindrances to our religious unity would be
removed.

THINGS

I DO AND

DO NOT BELIEVE

SOME

THINGS
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BELIEVE

Here are some things I DO NOT BELIEVE and continue
and tell others of our lessons for discussion.
1. I do not believe the prophecies
This they had to do if premillennialism

to listen

of the Old Testament
be true.

failed.

2. I do not believe the church, though a New Testament institution,
was never referred to in the Old Testament;
that it is not the fulfillment
of prophetic utterances . This is the claim made to justify the
"thousand years reign" on earth.
3. I do not believe Christ came to establish His kingdom and because Israel rejected Him as a nation of people, "failed" in His mission to the earth.
4. I
perform
Calvary
original

do not believe
His mission at
for the kingdom,
plan in sending

that because of a failure on Christ's part to
His first advent, God submitted the cross of
changing the entire purpose of God from His
His Son to the earth.

5. I do not believe the church is a "substitute"
for a "plan gone
wrong" in God's divine pattern of things which is true if premillennialism be a fact; by premillenialism
I mean what is commonly called
the "thousand years reign" on earth.
6. I do not believe that there will be two resurrections:
of the righteous; the second of the wicked, with a thousand
tween .

the first
years be-

7. I do not believe the church is a "vestibule" of the kingdom
through which we enter the kingdom at the second coming of Christ .
8. I do not believe God has given to man two separate institutions
with two distinct plans of entrance into each: One plan to enter the
kingdom of Christ on David's throne; the other to become members
of the church of the Lord.
9. I do not believe Christ came in 1914, nor do I believe, having
failed to come then that He came in 1918 , at which time He set up
His kingdom and is now in the process of destroying the kingdoms
of the world.
10. I do not believe God failed in His original scheme . . . and
substituted
an entirely new order of events to bridge the space of
time between the first and second coming of Christ, allowing Christ
to return to His Father that they might devise a more perfect plan of
affairs; a plan that would not fail at His second appearing.

All these above theories have to be believed and accepted in principle if the future reign of Christ on earth for one thousand years
be true. God's plans did not go wrong! Man may fail to get a "sputnik"

THINGS

Page 12

I DO AND

into the a ir , but God is able to make His plans
have a God upon whom we cannot depend. If He
scheme of things foretold, prophe ·sied of , and promi
Old T e stament,
then where is our assuran ce that
s econd coming, that which He failed to do at His
did not fail!
THINGS

DO NOT BELIEVE

come true, else we
failed in His great
s ed all through the
He can do at His
first advent . Christ

I DO BELIEVE

1. I believe the Old Testament
foretold the establishment
of both
and the "building of the
the "kingdom of Christ on Da vid's throne"
church." Isaiah 2: 34, Micah 4 : 1,2, I Timothy 3: 15.
2. That these prophecies were fulfilled on the First
the resurrection
of Christ from t he de a d, Acts 2: 1-47.

Pentecost

after

3. That the cross of Calvary, the salvation of man, and the church
of th e Lord were all in the original plan a nd purpose of God in send ing Christ to this earth the same as the establishment
of the kin gdom
of Christ on David's throne. II Sa mu e l 7: 12-14; Eph , 3: 6-11.
4. I b elieve a lso in a "gen eral resurre ction" of both the sav ed
and the lost ; that both shall be raised a t the sam e time, Dan . 12 : 2 ;
John 5:28.
5. That man enters the ''kingdom of Christ" and the
built " by the sa me plan or by one process, Acts 2 : 1-47.

"chur ch he

6. I believe the "second coming of Christ"
will be the end of
this world; that it will be the time the church is presented
to Him ;
and the tim e when He shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father;
not establish it. I Cor . 15:24; E'ph . 5:26,27.
7. I believe at the "second coming of Christ" the nations shall be
divided, the sav e d from the lost and ea ch sh a ll re ceive that which i s
du e him. The saved shall then enjoy the blessings
of heaven , life
eternal;
the lost shall be banish e d from the presence of God and the
glory of His power into the Bible's hell, Matthew 25: 30-46; II Theas.
1: 8-11.

8. I belie v e the only way to be saved is to "ob ey the gospel of
Christ," to become a citizen of His kingdom; a member of His church;
a nd he faithful t o Him a s a serv a nt worthy of hi s Master's blessings.
II Thes. 1: 8,9, John 3: 3-5, Rev. 3 : 1-6.
9. I believe Christ a lone is King, not a "c omposit e Christ " made
I Tim .
up of Christ, the church , and the Jews restored to Palestine,
6:15, Rev. 17:14.
10. The advocates
of the "future reign of Chri st on earth" during
what is called the "millennium"
or the "thousand
years reign"
do
not, nor can they believe and teach the above principles as laid down
in my nine points above. If I should be able to establish either of these
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"9" principles, the theory fails for it is built upon the a s sumpt ion that
"God and Christ " were failures
in their first effort. The theory of
" pr emillennialism ," w hic h theory is so w idely accepted , without too
much investigation
of its destructive
implicat ions, makes ever y prophet
th a t spoke of a coming kingdom, a false prophet because they prophesied this kin g dom would be established.
Isaiah 9: 6-7 ; Dan . 2: 44. It
m ak e s Christ Himself an imposter, fo r from His own lips came these
word s, "The time is fulfilled, a nd the kingdom of God is a t hand."
Mar k 1: 14. "At hand" means near by - soon to appear. When Paul
in II Tim. 4: 6 said , "For I am now read y to be offer ed and the time
of my departure
is AT HAND" what did he mean? Did he mean it
was 50 years hence? "At hand" in Mark 1 : 14 has th e sa m e force,
the same meaning a s II Tim. 4: 6. It m ea n t the "kingdom o f the Old
T es t ament" was soon to be set up. What other kin g dom w a s spoken
of or promised to Christ, the s eed of David , ex cept to " sit on David's
thron e, " now the " kingd om of Christ"? Give to m e the Old Test a ment
proph ets who foretold of two kingdoms, one the "un iv ersal kin g dom"
on which it is claimed Christ now sits , and the oth er the "kingdom of
David , on David's thr one" on which it i s said He will rul e at His
s econd coming? Where are they and wh ere are the in structions
for
both?
This is why I believe
the pr ophets proph e si ed tru t hfully and
w hat they foretold
came to pa ss ; a nd why I b elieve Christ knew
what H e was promising
in Mark 1 : 14 when He sa id the "kingdom,' 1
that of the Old Testament,
was "at hand ." In the l angua g e of P a ul as
r ecord e d in Acts 27: 25, "I believe God, that it shall be even as it was
told m e !" This entire theory of the "future reign of Chri st on earth
for one thousand years" is built upon God , Christ, and the Old Testamen t prophets, as "failures." It pictur e s God and Chri st as "we a klings ,"
n ot capable of executing
their plans .
The truth a s taught by churches of Chri st pictures God and Christ
as vi ctorious, h aving fulfilled
to the "Nth'' degre e in every detail
God' s pl a n for man sinc e his fall in the Ga rd en of Ed en . T o picture
Him as a failure is to play into the hands of the infid el, a nd skeptic
the sc offers, and cr ea tes doubt in the minds of men for th ey know
if H e se nt His Son in t o this world the fir st time to carr y out H is plans
and failed, that th ey h av e no a s suran ce t h at H e ca n eve r fulf ill His
promises to man . My God is not a failure!
He holds the des tiny of
me n and na ti ons in Hi s hands!
In J eremiah 18: 1-11 the Lord says, "At what in sta n t I sh all spe a k
co nc erning a n a tion , a nd concerning
a KI N GDO M, TO PLUCK UP ,
A ND TO PULL DOWN, AND TO DESTROY IT: IF THAT nation ,
a gainst whom I have pronounced , turn from th eir evil , I w ill repent of
th e ev il that I thought to do unto them . And at wha t instant I shall
s pea k conc e rnin g a nation, and concernin g a k in gdom , to build and
to plant it; if it do evil in my sight; th a t it obe y not m y voi ce , then
I will repent of the good wherein I said I would benefit th em . Now
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therefore go to, speak to
Jerusalem, saying, Thus
you, and devise a device
this evil way, and make
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the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants ol
saith the Lord; Behold, I frame evil against
against . you: return ye now every one from
your ways and your doings good."

. It is imperative

that you know our God is not a failure; that everythmg He planned He was able to fulfill, and for that reason I am
taking pains to establish this fact beyond all possible doubt for on
this one thing hangs much of the tragic failure in trying to uphold and
defend the theory of the "Thousand Years Reign of Christ on Earth!"
If I establish beyond refutation
that God did not fail in His original
purpose for sending Christ to this earth, then this theory meets its
complete destruction and the truths for which I am pleading stand
as the "Rock of Ages" - eternal , everlasting and unanswerable.
I now read to you from the words of that great prophet, Isaiah,
chapter 9, verses 6 through 7. He says, "For unto us a child is born
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoul:
ders: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty
G?d, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his gov_ernment and peace there shall be no end, upon the THRONE
of David, and upon his kingdom , to order it and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth 'even for ever." Now our
question is, Was He to possess the power that would enable Him to
carry out this prophetic promise?
or was He to show Himself
a
"weaklin.g" and His oath but a scrap of paper, as was that of the
fallen Hitler? I plead with you to hear the next verse and then never
allow any man to cause you to believe this kingdom has not been
set up, that God failed in His promise, and that Christ did not inherit the throne of David as here promised for Isaiah said in verse
7, "The zeal of the Lord of hosts WILL PERFORM THIS." Did He
perform it or did He not is the question. I know He did for in Rev.
~:9 ~ohn ~ays, "I John, who also am your brother, and companion
m tribulat10n, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ was
in t.he isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and fo~ the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Premillennialism
is forced to deny that
this was fulfillment, saying, It will be at our Lord's "second coming ."
I again press the question, How do we know? What assurance do we
have, that He can do the "second time" that which His prophets declared He would do the "first time," but failed if their theory be true?
FULFILLED

Friends, in Luke 1:31-32 is the promised fulfillment of Isaiah 5:6-7.
It reads, "And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
him the throne of his Father David." Again, did God fulfill this
promise? I know He did as I shall establish during the study of these
great truths. God did not fail! He and Christ, our king, are not failures!
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WHY

SUCH

A

DESIRE?

As I close this lesson today I ask some questions
to be very pertinent to our lesson on this subject:

which I think

1. Why should I wish to be a ruler on this earth over my fellow
Christians or over those who may be living during a "millennium"
after Christ's return? What comfort comes to my heart as I contemplate such exalted positions as being governor, or president, or an
earthly king over some state, nation, or country? Why should I want
my fellow man, after Christ's return , to bow to me as His governor or
king? This is the heart of the theory. It pictures an " earthly reign,''
not where men are saved by the blood of Christ, but where men are
"conquered by the sword" and made subjects to Christ, their king.

2. Why should I desire to dominate the Christ and bring Him from
His throne in heaven, where now He is reigning in the hearts of men,
and bring Him down to earth with a sword to slay men and force them
to be His subjects? This is the very core of premillennialism,
as I
see the theory from my study, and I feel I know the heart of such a
doctrine for I have had to meet it no little in life and in my study
I have the writings of men who so teach. Of course, there are scores
of "premillennial theories,'' no two of which will agree in every detail.
3. When Christ comes again, what is there so thrilling about the
theory that Christ is to gather the Jews to Jerusalem and with them
and the church, keep us here for a thousand years, in the flesh, instead of taking us on home with Him to our final abode in the presertce
of God and all the redeemed of all ages, to worship and serve Him
throughout all eternity.
Says one, Brother Harper, we are not to be in our fleshly bodies
during the millennium, but will have our bodies changed as described
by Paul in I Cor . 15:44 where he says "It is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body." Then why keep spiritual bodies down here
on earth where we grow beans, potatoes, and corn and where earth
people eat flesh and drink from the streams that flow forth from
the snow capped mountains of the north? Those on earth who have never
died would still be in their flesh and fleshly bodies can't behold
spiritual beings, hence, we have on earth "spiritual and fleshly beings" both reigning with Christ. Will you please tell me what the
spiritual beings would feast upon and in what would they live? You
may scoff at this, but Paul says in I Cor. 15: 52, the "Dead ehall be
raised incorruptible" and in verse 44 he declared they are also "raised
spiritual bodies." What good would spiritual bodies raised from the
dead be on a literal earth? These are but some of the tragic absurdities involved in the "future reign of Christ on earth for one thousand
years." I feel the above questions cannot be answered intelligently in
the light of God's description
of the "resurrected
dead."
I THES.
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the righteous living" at the coming of Christ! In I Thes. 4:16,17 he
says, "For the Lord shall descend . from heaven - here is His _second
coming - with a shout, with the voice of the archang~l, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first;.
then ~e
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them_ m
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. 'wherefore
comfort one another with these words ."
.
Here we have the coming of the Lord; the righteous dead raised;
the living righteous caught up with them in the air; not on the
earth. No, this is not the "rapture of the church." There is no seven years
"rapture of the church" mentioned in the New Testament. The .resurrected righteous and the living righteous are both caught up m the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air and to be with Him. You have
been taught this refers to the "two resurrections:
one of the righteous,
the other of the wicked." No, it only discussed the righteous, both dead
and living.
, In I Cor. 15: 52-53 Paul tells us the living "shall be changed in a
moment in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump." Hence with our
bodies changed from that of flesh to a spiritual body, we, both the
righteous dead and the righteous living, at His second coming shall be
changed into our "spiritual bodies" and shall be caught up to meet
our Lord in the air to be with Him forever . We are taken up from
this old earth of sin and toil and our comfort is in the fact we shall
forever be with our Lord. These are the things I believe and propose
to prove by the Bible in the lessons that shall follow. To be ~mong
the saved when He comes, Christ says in Mark 16:16 "he that beheveth
and is baptized shall be saved." and Paul says in Romans 6:3, we
are "baptized into Christ." Those "in Christ" shall be caught up ~o
meet Him in the air. May the Lord bless you is my prayer in His
name.
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My friends; again I reJmce that in the providence of God I am
permitted to bring you another lesson from the Word of. the Lor?· We
believe it and it alone is the sole guide in matters of rehgion. It 1s our
only standard of authority. The church to which I belong is governed
not by human creeds, disciplines, laws passed by conferen.ces of ~e~,
synods, nor councils, but solely by the Word of God. With us it is
final. What it says is the end of the law. You do not read from the pen
of our men statements that the "Bible is not sufficient as our guide,"
that it does not contain God's will to men in its completeness, that it
must be supplemented
by continuous revelations or by church traditions, or added laws by an infallible church, ruled over by some man
or a ,group of men claiming "infallibility" in matters of religion . We

believe such men as Paul when in Galatians 1: 8,9 he says, "But though
we or ~n angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you let him be accursed." We belie ve John in II John verses 9-11 spake the truth. He said, "Whosoever
transgresseth
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
and the Son. lf there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine
receive him not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed: for he that
biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds." You will remember Jude says in verse 3, "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write
unto you of the common salvation , it was needfui for me to write unto
you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints." The Revised Standard
Version says, "Once for all delivered unto the saints " which means
this is the last to be delivered. It will never be re;ealed again by
any other group of men .
Now in Revelation 22: 18 you will recall that John says, "If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book." Since no man is permitted to preach
anything other than that which was preached by these apostles· since
this revelation has "once for all" been given to the saint;.
and
since God has warned that He will add the plagues written in th~ book
of. Revelation to any man who will dare "add to these things," reason
cries to the throne of God, it appears to us, that no man dare change
,nor add to God's revelation, any laws of church councils ; any laws
bo~nd by so called infallible church traditions, but that we must abide
strictly by the gospel of Christ, late; it is an addition . Come back to
the Bible and on its truths stand without addition or subtraction. Be
what they were back then; preach what they preached; and this can't
be wrong It must be the "First Century Church Restored" to men!
Last, before we leave this part of our introduction, let me say that the
reaso~ :"e dare not leave the revelation of God in the first century is
that it 1s able to save our souls . James, in James 1: 21 says "Wherefo~e lay . apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness'. and receive with
meekness
the
engrafted
word which is able
to
save your soul." That which is able to save the soul of men needs no
!.urther i:e~elati~n from God. Churches of Christ are standing upon its
all sufficiency
to save our souls, and we are basing our hopes and
dreams of a future home with our Lord upon the fact that the Bible is
right and the prophecies of the Old Testament were not false and that
'
they have been fulfilled just as foretold .
This now, I propose to prove by the Bible. Write us for these
lesson~ I am now delivering. They are vital and fundamental to the
salvation of our souls. If these prophecies could not be fulfilled after
God ~ade them, then we worship at the feet of a defeated God; a
weaklmg that cannot be trusted. This fact must stand forth in every
lesson in this discussion of "Old Testament ProphAcies Fulfilled." I
can prove they did not fail; in the wordB of Abraham I am "fully
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persuaded that what he has promised, he is able to perform," Romans
4: 21. This is why I put my faith and trust in His promises at His second
coming; because He was able to fulfill all promises at His first advent.
OLD TESTAMENT

PROPHECIES

I now read to you the prophecies
of the Old Testament
made by
such prophets as Nathan, Isaiah, Daniel, and Micah. These men stand
as some of the greatest men of Old Testament
times . If they prop .hesied falsely, then we have no hope for the future. Every dream ?f
the human heart, every lon ging of the soul of man is cente red _m
the truthfulness
of these men and their prophecies. They must not f~1l;
they cannot fail, for if they do, we are left in the sea of doubt, drift ing down the stream of time to our own destruction
as a boat load
of people rushing down mid-stream without a guide, soon to be hurled
over the falls into a never-ending eternity.
WHEN

ARE PROPHETS

FALSE?

That you may see the importance of these prophecies coming true, I
now read to you God's own description of a "false prophet." In Deuteronomy 18: 22 He says. "When a prophet speaket h in the name of the
Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which
the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him." Now, who is a "false prophet"?
It is · one whose prophecies
did not come to pass. Question? Did the
prophecies of these men I have mentioned fai I? Are they "false prophets"? Have they prophesied
"presumptuously"?
Shall we not . be
"afraid of what they h ave said"? Shall we put no confidence, no fai th,
in what they have said? That is what the Lord meant here. When Y?U
think this over you will see that this theory which teaches that Christ
shall return to earth to establish His kingdom and rule on earth for
one thousand years, must be wrong for it is built upon the premise that
all these prophets prophesied falsely. If they did not prophesy ~alse ly,
then the kingdom of their prophecies is here; and the only kingdom
they ever promised the Lord was that of His father. David to sit ~nd
to reign upon David's throne, which became the Kmgdom of Christ.
As I pass from this I press this question for an answer: Deuteronomy
18: 22 says, "If the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing
which the Lord h at h not spoken." Did the things these men speak
come to pass, or did they not? If they did not, th en God did not even
speak such prophecies
to them. If He did not speak such to th em,
then we have no such thing as Christ ever sitting upon any throne for
it pl a inly says, if what the prophet speaks does n ot come true, God did
not speak it; the prophet spoke "presumptuously,"
and th at is the
height of hypocrisy. Friends,
we had better
sit down calmly an d
tho~sand
prayerfully
a nd re-evaluate
this entire theory of "Christ's
years' reign on earth after His second coming." Continue to listen,
for I shall point out some things this theory must reject as a part
of the original plan of God. I shall prov e to you if this theory be true,
God did not have the salvation of a single human being in mind when

DID PROPHECY

Page 21

FAIL?

He sent Christ to earth, and His "defeated plan" turned out to man's
good, a thing which would be "infidelity" to the nth degr ee. The prophets
did not speak falsely; their prophesies did come to pass as is taught
by ch ur ches of Christ, making possible this wonderful work by their
fellowship
with us.
NATHAN

THE

PROPHET

SPEAKS

Now, my friends, I call to your minds the prophecies that foretold
of the coming kingdom of Christ on David's throne. In II Samuel 7,
verses 12 and 13, Nathan, the prophet of God, had this to say to David,
the king: "When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which sha IJ proceed out of
their bowels, and I will establish His kingdom. He shall build a house
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever."
Now here is a prophecy that must be dealt with; it must be answered
by those denying its fulfillment;
for that is what the "premillennial
r eign of Christ on earth at His second com in,g" does; it denies the fuifillment of this promise made to David by the prophet Nathan.
When was this promise to be fulfilled? When was this "kingdom" to
b e set up? When was the see d of David to "build a house for the Lord"?
Nathan said to David, it shall be "when your days are fulfilled"· this
is speaking of his death . Then he said, "When thou sha lt sleep' with
thy fathers." This is during his death while in the grave and before
his resurrection.
So, we must conclude that his seed, to whom this
promise was made, was to receive this kingdom an d was to build this
house between the time of David's death and his resurrection·
while
he was still in the grave! This one prophecy a lon e, complet~ly destroys every argument that has ever been made for the "future reign
of Christ on earth for a thousand years, after the resurr ection of the
ri ght eous dead." After David and his fathers are r aise d, is too late
for the fulfillment
of this prophecy. This kingdom, this house , must
be set up and established
before the resurre ction of the righteous
dead, or Nathan "prophesied
falsely" and the thing he "spake" is
that "which the Lord did not say," as he decl ared by the Lord in
18: 22. Did this prophecy fail, or did it come to pass? I
Deuteronomy
shall prove that it did not fail and that it came to pass before David
was raised; while he still slept with his fathers, a fact that could not
have taken place if the "thousand
ye a rs' reign of Christ on earth"
be true , for it must be remembered
that this theory was born of a
denial of the fulfillm en t of this Scripture.
ISAIAH

SPEAKS

In Isaiah 2, verses 2 and 3, we have this prophecy: "It shall come
to pass in the last d ays, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall
be established in the tops of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go
an.d say, Come ye, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we
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will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."

go forth

the

FAIL?

law,

and

This one passage is all any man needs to defeat the entire theory
of the "future reign of Christ on earth" after all nations have been
destroyed, during what is commonly called the "seven years' rapture ."
The Bible knows nothing of a rapture of any period of years, during
which time the nations of this earth shall be destroyed,
and after
which the Lord will descend to earth and establish
for one thousand
years this kingdom of II Samuel 7 and Isaiah, chapter 2. No, Revelation, chapter 20, does not so teach, as we shall prove before this series
of discussions
is over.
ISAIAH'S

PROPHECY

EXAMINED

Here , Isaiah says his prophecy
"Shall come to pass." How did
it, or did it fail? Did God know this promise would not come to pass
and yet cause Isaiah to say, "it shall come to pass?" Friends, we must
see that the theory of "the premillennial
reign of Christ on earth
denial of the fulfillment
or
after His second coming" is an out-right
God's promise here in Isaiah, chapter 2.
Just when was this prophecy to be fulfilled?
Did Isaiah "set a
time" for its fulfillment?
If so, and that time came and it did not
come to pass, then we have another
prophet
"prophesying
falsely,"
"presumptuously,"
that which God did
not utter by
this prophet
Deuteronomy
18: 22. Is Isaiah a true or false prophet? Did what he
said come to pass when he said it would? He said it would come to
pass in the "last days ." What was to come to pass then? "The mountain
of the Lord's house shall be established."
What is this "mountain?"
The word "mountain"
in prophetic language, represents
"government ."
That this is true, I read to you from Daniel 2: 35, also verse 44. Here the
rophet says "The stone that
smote the image
became a great
~ountain
and filled the whole earth." And in verse 44 he declares,
"And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom," and concerning
this kingdom he s_ays, "it sha~ teak
i~
pieces and consume all these kingdoms
and 1t shall stan
orever.
t~is "stone"
that. became
this
Again, in verse 45, Daniel declares
"mountain"
broke in pieces all these kmgdoms
of Dame!, chapter
2.
of verse
Since the "stone" of verses 35 and 45 and the "kingdom"
44 both did the same thing, we are forced to conclude that in prophecy,
"~ountain"
is used figuratively
to signify a "kingdom." This "mountain"
and this "house of God" of Isaiah 2, must be the same as that of II
Samuel 7: 12-13 !
Our next question is: Where would this take place? Isaiah said
in verse 3 it should be "in Jerusalem."
Hence in Jerusalem,
during
the "last days," we are promised the establishment
of this "mount~in
of the Lord's house ," which is none other than the "kingdom of David"
and the "church of the Lord." Now did it come to pass as the prophet
oromised, or did this one fail also? If the "future reign of Christ on
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earth at his second coming"
be true, then we have another
false
prophet, for this prophet said plainly, "it shall come to pass!" We
must clearly understand
that this entire theory of a "future millennial
reign of Christ on earth"
is built upon the assumption
that these
prophecies
failed. If they failed, we have no hope!
DANIEL'S

KINGDOM

I have just read to you where Daniel said in chapter 2 and verse
44 that God would "set up a kingdom." Now let me read the passage
to you in full. It reads, "and in the days of these kings shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed:
and
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these ·kingdoms, and it shall stand forever."
Now, here we have another prophet saying, a "kingdom" shall be "set
up." What kingdom is this? Is this the same as that of II Samuel 7,
and Isaiah 2, or is it a different
kingdom? Reason answers back, "It
must be the same!"
Our question now is , did Daniel set a time for the "s etting up"
of this kingdom? If so, was it before or after the second coming of
Christ? Was it before or after the kingdoms of this world are destroyed?
The "future reign of Christ on earth" sets up this "millennial
reign
of Christ" after all these kingdoms are overcome;
after a "so-called
rapture period," during which time, say they, Christ has caught up
the church - His bride - from the earth, while He is in the process
of destroying the kingdoms of this world, preparing
to return to earth
to reign a "thousand years." The theory again, is based upon a declaration that this promi se of Daniel did not come to pass but will when
Christ comes back again. Now, Daniel says specificall;
thi s kingdom
of his prophecy shall be "set up during the days of these king s"; not
after they are destroyed.
This can't be answered
without
making
Daniel a "false prophet," and remember,
God said, "if that which the
prophet has prophesied
come not to pass," he is a "false prophet"
and "the Lord hath not spoken it!" For these prophecies
to be of the
Lord, it was necessary
that they be fulfilled
exactly as the prophets
predicted
and at the time they promised they would be set up. To
deny their fulfillment at the time and place, when and where these
prophets
declared
them to be, is, to us, the crowning point of infidelity. We believe they came to pass as the prophets
of the Lord
promised. Upon this we stand unmovable!
MICAH

SPEAKS

Now the prophecy given by Micah, chapter 4: 1-2 is identical with
that of Isaiah, chapter 2. So, I need not quote it, but only to say, this
prophet also declares that , "in the last days it shall come to pass,'' and
named "Jerusalem"
as the place.
In closing, I call attention
to these emphatic statements:
God says
in II Samuel 7: 12, "I will establish
Christ's
kingdom."
Isaiah says,
"it shall come to pass in the last days." Daniel says, "in the days of
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these kings shall the God of he a ven set up a kin g dom," and la~t,
Mic a h as ju st read to you, said, "it shall come to pass." They said
it sho~ld be "while David slept with his fathers" ; "in the. last days";
an~ the
a nd "durin g the days of th e se kings " of Daniel's prophecies;
pla ce, said Is ai a h and Micah, is to be Jerusal~m . ":ha~ was pro~msed?
The kingdom of David with the seed of Davi~ r~1gm.ng ,,over . it, and
Did these
Paul declar e s in Gal a tians
3 : 16 th at seed 1s Chnst.
proph e cies fail , or did they come to pas s ? They . came ~ pa~s as I
shall e st a blish in my next discourse on "Prophecies
Fulfilled.
In closing, let me beg of you to com e believin g in the fulfill~ent
of th ese prophecies;
believin g in th e Christ of thes e prophecies;
that He is now r eigning on David 's throne and
is your
p ersonal
Sav iour, the Son of God; come r e penting of your sins as you k?ow
the Bible teaches you; confessing Him a s the Son of God , our Sav10ur
and be baptiz ed a s Christ h a s commanded , th a t you may be sav~d
a nd h ave remis sion of your sins and let the Lord a dd you to His
chur ch , as t a u ght in Ma rk 16: 16 ; Luk e 24: 46; Matth~w 10: 32; and
can no
Ma tthew 28:1 8-20; Acts 2:28 a nd Acts 2 : 47. These Scriptures
more b e wron g, nor s et aside , than can the fulfillm ent of these
pr ophe cies h ave failed . Ma y God bl e ss you ever~ on~ that you m~y
live to see and a ccept the truth of God's revelat10n , 1s my prayer m
His holy name .
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Today I am discussin g with you the subj e ct anno .un ced, ''.Prop~e cies
Fulfilled." The ability of God to bring to pa s s His promises 1s our
only hope for a ny futur e ble s sin g s. We must not for get that God
18 : 22, "If thou say in thine heart, How shall
said in Deuteronomy
we know the word whi ch the Lord hath not spoken? Wh en a proph et
s peaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come
to pass , th a t is the thin g which th e Lord hath not spoken, but
the prophet
hath
spoken
it presumptuously:
thou shalt ~ot be
afr a id of him ." This being true then for th e se men who have given us
th e prophecies, to be true prophets;
for the th ings which they h~ve
written to be from God, they must be fulfilled just a s prophesied,
else they are false and have prophesied
"pr e sumptuously,"
th a t is
"hypocritically."
In Rom a ns 4: 20,21, in speaking of God 's promis e
Sa rah that in th eir old age He would give them a
Abraham, sta ggered not at the promise of God throu
wa s strong
in faith, giving glory to God . And

to Abraham
son, it says
gh. unbelief;
bemg fully

and
"He
but
per-
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suaded that what he, God, had promised,
he was able also to
perform ." This is the kind of faith we must have in God's promises
through the prophets of old; that God is "fully able" to "fulfill" them.
In II Peter 1: 21 the apostle says, "For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved
by th e Holy Ghost
(or Spirit)."
These
prophets
in .o!d,,time, did what? They spake "as they were moved by the Holy
S~1nt.. Peter plainly declares what they spake was not by their own
will; 1t was not just something they "thought up" but it came from
the Holy Spirit. This being true, then God must have spoken to them
through the Spirit and what God hath spoken must come true. The
question now is, Did the prophecies
of Nathan, Isaiah, Daniel, and
Micah come true? or were they false, spe a king "presumptuously"
their "own will"?
II SAMUEL

7:12,13

In II Samuel 7: 12,13 is the most quoted of all prophets
concerning the future kingdom theory, I now re a d it to you and promise
to find its fulfillment. It reads, "When thy days be fulfilled, and thou
sh alt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which
shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of
His kingdom forever ," Let us notice the important
things here! (1)
This was to be given to the seed of David; the seed from his own
bowels; his own flesh. (2) God was to establish His kingdom and it
was to stand forever - never to be destroyed as the kingdoms of this
world are destroyed.
(3) This kingdom was to be set up after the
death of David and before his resurrection,
while he "slept with his
fathers."
This is the time. ( 4) This seed of David was to "build a
house" for the "name of Jehovah." (5) There are two significant facts
here stated : 1. God was to give the seed of David a kingdom. 2. This
seed was to build a house for the Lord . Here w e have a "two-fold"
prophecy;
one of the kingdom over which Christ should reign· the
other the "house that Christ should build ." Here is the promise ~f the
"church" which the "premillenni a l theory" declares was not promi sed
in the Old Testament
but came into existence because of the defeat
by Israel , of God's plan to establish this kingdom. Be it remembered
and never forgotten that premillennialism
denies that the "establishment of the church" was in the original plan and purpose of God.
That it came in as a substitute;
as an afterthought
to bridge the gap
betw e en the "first" and "second coming" of Christ. I am establishin g beyond all doubt that this is wrong and this "house" built by
this seed, which Paul in Galatians 3: 16 says plainly is "Christ," is
the church we now have or this prophecy is false for the only "house"
Christ e ver built or promised to build was the "church"
(Matthew
16:18; I Timothy 3:15).
DISCUSSION

Now has this

kingdom

been established

as promised

while

David
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"slept .. with his fathers"?
Friends, if I can find the fulfillment of .this
one prophecy, with reference
to both the "kingdom and the church"
then .I need no further arguments · to defeat this theory of the "future
reign of Christ on earth for a thousand years" sitting and reigning
upon the "throne of David." I can and shall read it to you, word for
'word! If I do , will you accept it and surrender this theory that teaches
these prophecies
have not yet been filled and will not be until the
"second coming of Christ"? Now will you? Now to the "fulfillment!"
We now come to the day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem . Christ,
the seed of David, has been crucified and has risen from the dead.
He has now gone back to the right hand of God and is shedding forth
that which they are seeing and hearing, Acts 2: 1-34. The multitudes
have come together . The apostles are now speaking to them in their
own tongues. Among the people some are mocking while other are
accusing them of being drunk . Peter, together with the eleven, begins
to explain to them that they are not drunk but that this is the fulfillment
of the Old Testament
prophecies
(verses
16-17). They declare unto them the resurrection
of Christ from the grave; that he
was at that time "exalted at the right hand of God" and is "shedding
forth that which ye now see and hear," verse 33.
Having now declared unto them the resurrection
of Christ, Peter
presents
Dav.id as a witness to the facts just stated. I beg of you
now to hear Peter's declaration
to them and know of a certainty that
the prophecy of II Samuel 7: 12, 13 has been fulfilled . He says, "Men
and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre
is w i t h us u n t o
this day. Therefore
being a prophet,
and knowing that God hath
sworn an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according
to the flesh, he would raise up Christ
to sit on his throne;
He seeing this before spake of the resurrection
of Christ, that his
soul was not left in hell , neither did his flesh see corruption.
This
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which
ye now see and hear." Now friends, listen please to this next verse
for you will remember Nathan said to David that this kingdom should
be given to his seed while David "slept with hill fathers";
not "after
his resurrection"
as this "premillennial
theory" teaches . Now verse
34 says, "for David is not ascended
into
the Heavens
(That
is he still sleeps as Nathan said he must), but he saith HIMSELF,
The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right hand, until I
make thy foes thy footstool.
Therefore
let all the house of Israel
KNOW assuredly that God hath made this same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ."
My good people, what could be plainer than this? Here, Peter
actually
restates
the facts of II Samuel 7: 12,13; declares
David's
sepulchre
is still with them; that he has not ascended, that is, has
not been raised from the dead and points to his sepulchre as proof of
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!this all important
two passages:

fact.

Page z,
Let

us note

1. They both mention David's
on that throne in that kingdom.

the

points

throne;

2. They both show that it was during
resurrection
of David; he was still sleeping
over

3.

They both show
this kingdom.

that

this

seed

was

4. Nathan
said it would be "established
"until thy foes become thy footstool."

of similar1·ty

that

his

seed

in the

is to

the death and before
with his fathers.
to be the
forever";

king

sit
the

or Lord

Peter

said

Peter declares that Christ was "raised to sit on David's . throne"
verse . 30; and that at this very time God had exalted Christ at Hts
own right ha_nd ~nd }ad _made Him Lord over His foes. Premillennialism
teaches
Christ 1s commg back again" to receive "David'
throne,"
but Peter said .He "w~s raised to sit on that throne"; that Hi: "sitting"
w~s to ~e ~h1le David slept with his fathers. If Christ does not receive this kmgdom, this throne, if He does not sit on it before the
resurrection
of David, before he has been awakened
from the dead
t~is prophecy. of II Samuel 7: 12,13 is false. It is too late for the tu1'.
fillment of this prophecy after the resurrection
of David and his fathers .
Peter in Acts 2: 29-36 refers to this very prophecy to prove to
Israel that Christ is their long looked-for king. They believed it and
3000 were. made -.citizens of that kingdom that day. This was the right
:~e\
Christ;. this was the right time, while David still slept with
is athers;
It was the right city, Jerusalem·
and Peter and these
apostles were the right men, sent by the Lord, guided by the Spirit
~o teach them all truth, John 16: 13; Acts 2: 1-4. This can't be wron .
it ~us~ be the birthday
or the "kingdom" promised to the seed gr
0
David, m II Samuel 7: 12,13.
Acts 2: 1-35 alone defeats every argument possible to be made in
defense of the theory that these prophecies
failed and Christ
this
::::~ must needs. "come agai~" that this promise be fulfilled. Fo; that
Y to. be earned _out, David would need die again; also, his fathers
to die and all of them ·go back t
I
f
after their resurrect10n
Nathan
"d ·t
Id
·
o seep,
or
sai , 1 wou
be "established"
while "David slept with hi
~~~ers:"
That . this prophecy ~as been fulfilled cannot be refuted~
~?ngdo~ 1s here and Christ has been raised to "sit upon that
throne
and 1s there today, as our "King of Kings" and "Lord of L d "
I Timothy. 6:15 _and Revelation 17:14 where John says of the La~~
God who 1s Christ our Lord, that He "is" not "will be " but ... L d
of L d
d K"
.
•
,
1s or
in or .s an . mg of Kmgs." He was that in Peter's day; He was that
i::aul s day, He was that when John wrote the book of Revelation.
He 1~ Lord of Lords and King of Kings now. To deny the fulfillment
of this prophecy is to deny that Christ is now , "King of Kings and
Lord of Lords."
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HOUSE

The second part of this 1 prophecy that has been fulfilled is the
"building of this house for the naine of the Lord." That this house is
the church and can be nothing else, I propose to prove. If I am
successful in establishing
this fact, again every vestige of hope for
the defense of the "1000 years reign on earth" theory has been ~estroyed. This I shall establish! This theory is built upon the assumpt10n
that the "church" is not contained in the prophecies of the ~Id Te~tament;
that it came as the result of the failure to estabhsh . this
kingdom promised in the Old Testament.
You may wonder why I do not read from the pen of those so
teaching: It is for this reason; I do not want this to seem ~s a personal
attack on any one man's writings. I know from over thirty years of
work and study in this field, what the heart of this theory is and I need
not quote from men to embarrass
any one personally. I do not mean
it that way.
CHRIST

THIS

SEE::D OF

DAVID

That you m ay know Christ is the promised seed, I read to you from
Galatians 3: 16 again. Here Paul says, "He saith not, and to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ ." In Matthew
9: 27 it reads, "And as Jesus passed by from hence , two blind ~e~
followed him, crying and saying, H av e mercy on us thou son of David,
In Acts 13: 32-34 we read, "And we declare unto you glad tidings, how
that the PROMISES made unto the FATHERS, God HATH FULFILLED
the same unto us their children, in that he hath RAISED UP JESUS,"
AGAIN, as it is written in the second Psalm, This day have I begotten
thee." Now in verse 34 he says, "I will give you the SURm MERCI~S
OF DAVID." In Revelation 5: 5 Christ is called "the Lion of the tribe
of Judah the ROOT of David" and in Revelation 22:16, Christ says,
"I Jesus,' have sent mine angel to testif y unto you these things in the
churches. I am the ROOT and the OFFSPRING
of DAVID, and the
bright and morning star ." That Christ is this "seed of David" who was
to "build a house for the name of Jehovah" there can be no doubt.
That He built this house, the church, there can be no argument it seems
to me, for h ere in Revelation 22: 16 He had se nt His "angel to testify
these things IN THE CHURCHES."
Another thing, in Acts 13 Paul
plainly declares that the "promise made to the fathers" God had fulfilled in Christ, "in that he h a th raised him from the dead ." Christ had
to be "raised from the dead" for these promises to be fulfilled, hence
Peter in Acts chapter 2 and verse 30 says that "God had sworn with
an oath' 'to "raise up Christ to sit on his (David's) throne." He does
not return a second time to fulfill these promises and "sit on David's
throne";
He was "raised to sit on David's throne" and Paul plainly
declares that these "promises made to the fathers" had been fulfilled
to them "their children"
in the ressurrection
of Christ. To declare
these promises did not come to pass; that Christ did not sit down on
David's throne after His resurrection,
is to deny the Bible and is the
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apex of infidelity. I believe the Bible, that Christ has built that "housethe church" and is also at this time "reigning on David's throne" as
declared in these passages.
MATTl-jEW

16:18

In Matthew 16: 18 Christ said, "I will build my church." Paul in
I Timothy 3: 15 says, "I write this unto thee that thou mayest know how
to behave thyself in the HOUSE OF GOD, which is the CHURCH of
the living God." But Nathan says in II Samuel 7: 12,13 that this seed of
David shall "build a house for my name", that is for God's name. The
only "house" Christ ever built was the church! I challenge any man
to find where Christ ever built any other "house for the Lord'' other
than the church! No wonder Christ was sending His angel to "de clar e
these things in the churches ." H e had built it for the glory of His
Father .
TWO-FOLD
FULFILLMENT
KINGDOM
OF DAVID

Now we have established
the "two-fold fulfillment"
of Nathan 's
prophecy to David. We have found the "kingdom of David" in Acts 2:2935, with Christ, his seed, having been raised to "sit on his throne" and
declared to be both "Lord that is, ruler, and Christ." P ete r is
using the filfillment of this prophecy to convince the Jews in Acts
chapter two, that they should surrender the "Law of Moses" and accept
Christ as their King who is the fulfillment ·of all the promises of the
Old Testament as here taught by Peter and as later confirmed by Paul
in Acts 13: 30,37. I beg of you to read today · the entire 13th chapter of
Acts of the Apoi,tles.
HOUSE

-

CHURCH

Now, that you may see that. the "house of God - the church" was
also here at that time, I read Acts 2: 47 where it sayi,, "and the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be sa ved " and ..in Acts 8: 1 we
read "And at that time there , was a great persecution
against the
,And remember Christ in'. Rev. 22: 16 deCHURCH IN JERUSALEM."
cl a red the church was there.
'
CONCLUSION

We are now forced to conclude that Nathan in II Samuel 7: 12,lll
knew of what he w,as speaking when he , foretold In the same prophecy of
both the "kingdom .. and the church." ' That tbe "church" was in the
promises of the Old Testament
and is not' a plan ushered in · because
of the rejection of Christ, i read to you from Ephesiari's 3: 3,6 where
that
Paul declares he received what he was ,vritirtg by "revelation"
"when ye read, ye . may understand
my knowledge . iiI the mystery of
age)
Christ which in other ages (that is, during the Old Testament
was not known as it is now revealed unto ·his · holy ' apostles ind
prophets by the Spirit, THAT the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and
of the same BODY, and partakers of his promises by the gospel." Here
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we find positively that the establishment
of the "body" which Paul
calls the church in Eph. 1: 22,23 was in the mind of God "in other ages."
It was not a "New Testament
idea," though the church IS a "New
Testament
institution."
It was planned before Christ came to this
earth. It was in the original scheme of things but not revealed as
clearly, back then, as it now is. But listen to verses 10,11 if you have
any doubts about the church being in the "eternal plannings of God"
when He sent Christ to the earth . Having said, "he created all things
in Christ," we read, "To the intent that NOW - not back during the
days of the prophets - but now unto the principalities
and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom
of God. According to the ETERNAL PURPOSE - notice now -According to the , ETERNAL PURPOSE- which he PURPOSED IN CHRIST
Jesus our Lord ." Here, beyond all argument, it is stated that the
establishment
or the church-the
body of Christ , wa s in the "eternal
purpose of God" in "sending Christ to earth." Now we have positively
established beyond all argument that Nathan prophesied of both the
"kingdom" and the "church" and in Acts chapter two , we have the
absolute fulfillment, with both the "k ingdom of David" and the "church "
which is the "house of God," here at the proper time when "David
SLEPT WITH HIS FATHERS;"
in the specified city , Jerusalem;
with
the right persons, David, and Christ his seed "raised to sit on David 's
throne." We have both the "church" and the "kingdom" at the same
time ; in the same city; and to the same people! How can you improve
upon this for the literal fulfillment of Nathan's prophecy?
WHY

CONFUSED?

The confusion comes because we do not understand the difference
between the "church and the kingdom ." The "church" shows our relation to the "world of sin"; we are the "called out group to worship
God ." That is the meaning of the word. Now this "called out group the church" was not left without some form of government to direct
them. This government was to be a "kingdom " with Christ, the "seed
of David,'' ruling. Hence, the "church" is the group of people "ealled
out" of sin, and the "kingdom" the "government
ruling over them."
They are the same people at the same time and in the same place .
This is the absolute truth of b9th !
HOW

ENTER?

In Acts 2, they became citizens of the kingdom and members of
the church by one simple plan; by believing in Christ; and as Peter
commanded them in verse 38 by repenting and being baptized, every
one of them "in the name of Jesus Christ FOR remission of sins." Will
you not do the same today and it will make you what it made them?
May the Lord bless you to see and accept the truth is my prayer in
Christ's blessed name.

LOOKING AHEAD
As you who read this booklet alread y know we are in the midst of
preparing for preaching the gospel by means of radio and telev is ion during 1959. The facts are we are slightly late this year in getting out our
letters asking for assi sta nce. May we ur ge each Christian and elder to
give sober reflection to the matter of rendering support to thi s work.
There
(1)
(2)
(3)

are three ways in which you can help .
By making financial contributions.
By speaking a word of commendation.
By remembering us in your pray ers .

Abo ve all else we are convinced that had it not been for th ousa nds of
pra yers ascending to the God of the uni ver se on behalf of thi s endeavor
it would have already ceased to exis t. God has promi se d to hear our
pr ayers if we ask in faith (James 1: 6) and not to consume it upon ourselves (James 4:3) .
In Mark 16: 15-16 we are told to prea ch the gospel to the whole creation . This we are certainly striving to do in sowing the seed of the
kingdom in the hearts of millions and we ar e confident th at Chri st would
be pleased if we could preach his gospel over every radio and t elevision
station in the world .
Every effort is bein g made to a chieve the greates t pos .s ible value from
every dollar contributed . In the face of ever increasin g costs in every
field of industry we are forever pre ssed with the need of more funds
with which to work. It is a terrible experience to be forced to turn
down requests for printed sermons to be used in doing personal work in
mission areas.
We believe you will do what you can .
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